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Commodore To Liquidate 

05/02/94 WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA, U.S.A., 
1994 MAY 2 (NB) — After months of speculation surrounding its 
financial stability, Commodore International, one of the personal 
computer industry's pioneers, has announced plans to enter into 
voluntary liquidation. 

A month after reporting an $8.2-million second-quarter 
loss and admitting it was on the verge of financial collapse, 
Commodore has announced it is transferring its assets to trustees 
for the benefit of its creditors and placing its major subsidiary, 
Commodore Electronics Limited, into voluntary liquidation. 
Both companies will be liquidated, officials said. 

Repeated attempts to obtain further details from the 
company brought no response by Newsbytes' deadline. 

Commodore, once a typewriter repair shop and later a 
maker of calculators, was among the first entrants into the 
personal computer business in the late 1970s. After considerable 
success with its PET series of business computers in the late 
1970s, the early 1980s saw the low-priced, eight-bit Commodore 
64 computer chalking up respectable sales volumes in the home 
computer market. 

In 1985, Commodore launched the Amiga, a powerful 
personal computer with strong graphics features. By that time, 
however, IBM and its imitators had taken the largest share of the 
personal computer market, leaving a slice for Apple Computer's 
Macintosh but not much room for the Amiga to make its mark. 

The Amiga "really was spectacular for manipulating and 
playing with video," noted Toronto-based personal computing 
consultant Richard Morochove, but it never took a significant 
market share. 

Commodore also tried to get into the home multimedia 
market, first with the CD-TV and then with the CD32. Both 
machines used the same internal workings as an Amiga, but came 
with a built-in compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM) drive 
and were meant to play entertainment and education CD-ROM 
titles at home. 

After the CD32 was launched, Commodore officials 
admitted the original CD-TV had been a disappointment. They 
hoped the more powerful CD32 would do better, but as the 
company collapsed it was still struggling to make the device 
catch on. 

Commodore's attempt to grab a piece of the market for 
PCs compatible with IBMs met with more success in Europe and 
Canada than in the United States, but in recent months that too 
started to fade. 

Early this year, the Canadian subsidiary, Commodore 
Business Machines Limited of Toronto, turned over the right to 
sell Commodore-brand PCs to most buyers to another company, 
3D Microcomputer Wholesale and Distribution (Canada), 
keeping for itself only the government, education, and 
institutional markets. At the time, Doug MacGregor, president of 
Commodore Canada, told Newsbytes that his company was 
finding it harder and harder to compete in the DOS PC market. 

In early March, the Australian subsidiary, Commodore 
Business Machines (Australia), of Sydney, was put into 
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liquidation, with total debts of about AUS$3 million. 

The parent company said in late March that its financial 
problems were constraining sales of all its products, while poor 
economic conditions and a weak computer game market were 
further crippling the CD32. 

While Commodore was a PC industry pioneer, the 
company had faded into relative obscurity in recent years, to the 
point where few but the minority of Amiga users will notice it is 
gone, Morochove told Newsbytes. 

"Somehow they lost their leadership and weren't able to 
regain it," he said. "For the last few years they haven't been a 
major player in the PC market. " (Grant Bucitier/19940502/press contact: commodore 

International 215-431-9100/AMIGA940502/PHOTO) 

Hot Off The German Press Wires... 

Commodore computer goes bankrupt, Frankfurt unit says 
FRANKFURT (MAY 5) DPA - Commodore International Ltd., 
the home personal computer company, faces bankruptcy and has 
filed for liquidation which will see its units around the world 
closed or sold off, Commodore of Germany said Thursday. 

A spokeswoman for Commodore Bueromaschinen GmbH 
in Frankfurt said that the Nassau, Bahamas-based parent 
company hoped to continue operations on a smaller scale, while 
still keeping the "Commodore" and "Amiga" trade names, with 
the help of an Asian investor. 

"Only five people here know the name of the investor," 
said spokeswoman Karola Bode. 

She said that some of the 35 Commodore units worldwide 
had already been liquidated. Others stand to be closed while 
those which were still profitable - including companies in 
Scandinavia, Italy, Canada and Germany - would probably 
continue operations. 

In the 1992-93 year which ended last June 30, Commodore 
International lost 356 million dollars, on turnover of 591 million. 
At the time it had some 1,500 employees. 

Commodore made its reputation by establishing the 
personal computer as a home product. After 1982, some 16 to 17 
million of the 64-kilobyte "people's computer" C-64 were sold 
worldwide. 

But the company ran into problems toward the end of the 
1980s in finding a successor to the C-64, at the same time that the 
competition was developing and marketing increasingly 
sophisticated PCs at lower prices, market analysts say. 

A further mistake may have been Commodore moving too 
sluggishly and too late in entering the market of IBM-compatible 
computers. 

Rumors & Talk Riding On The 
Information Superhighway 

MICROTECH BBS 19.2K/2400/1200 (708) 851-3929. It's 
now Sat 7-May-1994 10:25p News Bulletin: Amiga Continues! 
(Fri 6-May-1994 5:33p) Here is the latest news from our 
COMMODORE REPRESENTATIVE (not BBS or the usual 
rumor mill): As of 4:00PM Friday, May 6, Commodore was 



SOFTWARE SUPPORT 

INTERNATIONAL 

We Stock America's Largest Selection Of C-64/C-128 



Thousands of Commodore Ozimers Choose Us 
J4s Their One Stop Supplier . Mere's 'Why I 

* Largest Selection of Commodore Software in the U.S.A.! 

After six years in business, nobody in the Commodore market 
is more committed to your Commodore than we are. We have 
well over 225,000 pieces of hard to get software in stock to 
service your every need. If you've heard of a product, odds are 
that we can locate it for you. And, we stock most major 
Commodore titles that are still in production. 

* Hardware & Peripherals. 

Although we can't get keyboards and disk drives any longer, 
we can offer disks, modems, cables, interfaces, and much 
more. 

* Used Software Selection. 

Our regular customers know how to stretch their software 
dollars shopping our Used Software Listings. 

* Un-Advertised Specials. 

Our regular customers enjoy VIP service and great bargains 
that are hard to pass up. 

* Expert Technical Support. 

As a regular Software Support customer, you have access to 
the most knowledgeable Commodore technical departments 
in the country. Of this, we're darn proud. 

* Friendly & Courteous Order Takers. 

You'll have a hard time finding order takers as anxious to help 
you as Sandy, Mike and Claressa. 

* Fast Order Processing. 

Thanks to our automated computer system, huge inventory 
and efficient shipping staff, most orders are processed the 
same day. 

* Walk In Sales Department. 

We welcome visitors to our warehouse outlet. The same great 
deals are available and best of all, no shipping charges. 

* Worldwide Distributor Of Major Products. 

Ever hear of Maverick, Super Snapshot, Super 1750 Clone, 
and the 1581 Toolkit? We've been actively involved in the 
ground up production and world-wide distribution of these 
and many other fine Commodore products. 

* Purchase From Us With Confidence. 

We were very pleased when 
the Better Business Bureau 
came to us and told us that our 
outstanding reputation quali- 
fied us as members in their or- 
ganization. We're here to stay, 
not a fly by night, here today 
and gone tomorrow outfit. 

* Extensive Catalog. 

Our contacts at other mail or- 
der companies have told us that 
producing a catalog such as ours 
is too time consuming and worst 
of all - too expensive. We say 
it's the least we can do for our 
customers, and wouldn't have 
it any other way. Simply call or 
write for your free copy. 
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GAMES 

Leaderboard Golf $9.97 

Beachhead Triple Pack $9.97 

Nord & Bert $12.97 

Ms. Pacman $9.97 

Trump Castle Casino $9.97 

Bureaucracy 128 $12.97 

Defender of the Crown $9.97 

Beyond Zork 128 $12.97 

4 x 4 Off Road Racing $4.97 

Sega Arcade Smash Hits $14.97 

Adventure Creator $7.97 

Wheel Fortune 1-2-3 Bundle $9.97 

EDUCATIONAL 

Thinking Cap $12.97 

Stickybear Math $9.97 

Carmen U.S.A $26.97 

Typing Tutor 3 $12.97 

Word Attack $9.97 

Reader Rabbit $9.97 

Sky Travel $19.97 

Lovejoy Prep For SAT $12.97 

Word Spinner $9.97 

PRODUCTIVITY 

Super 1750 Clone $99.95 

Newsroom $14.97 

Certificate Maker $14.97 

Cadpak 64 $14.97 

Mach 128 Cart $24.97 

Paperclip III 64/128 $29.97 

Printmaster Plus $19.97 

Superbase 64 or 128 $24.97 

Video Title Shop $19.97 

Word Writer 3 $9.97 

Outrageous Pages $24.97 

Bob's Term Pro 64 $19.97 



Items Listed Above Do Not Include Shipping. Call Or Write For Your Free 
Catalog Listing Hundreds Of Products And Special Offers For Your 
Computer. Our Order Takers Are On Duty 6:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
M - F and 7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Sat. - Pacific Time. 



SOFTWARE 



SUppqOT 



Software Support Int. 
2700 N.E. Andresen Rd. 
Suite A-10 

Vancouver, Wa 98661 
(206) 695-1393 



CALL TOLL FREE TODAY! 



Major Credit Cards Accepted. 
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purchased by Samsung, who has every intention of continuing 
the Amiga line of hardware as we have all hoped. The Amiga 
will survive! Press releases with more details will probably 
appear in the next few days. 

The separate division of Commodore which manufactures 
CD-32 has been purchased by Philips. It is not known at this time 
if Philips will continue CD-32 production at all, or if the CD-32 
technology will simply be absorbed into their own CDI product 
line. Again, time will tell. 

Personally, I expect CD-32 to simply vanish, and the 
Philips CDI machine will suddenly get more powerful. Stay 
tuned... As we hear OFFICIAL announcements, we'll post them. 

From: rwm@unlinfo.unl.edu (Roger McPherson) 

Subject: News From UK 

Date: 5 May 1994 04:41:18 GMT 

News from the UK May 4, 1994 

The following information was obtained through a phone 
call I had with the editor of Amiga Shopper on May 4, 1994. All 
information came from an Official Press Release faxed to them 
earlier that day. 

"Commodore International has filed for protection from 
creditors in the Bahamas. All production, distribution and normal 
operations will continue as normal for the next few weeks. At 
that time another press release will be made." 

The current rumor in the UK is that Commodore is in 
discussion with Samsung about purchasing the company. WHAT 
DOES THIS MEAN??? Our favorite computer will still be in full 
production for the next 3 to 4 weeks. I view this as a positive 
sign. 

If Commodore were going to cease to exist, production 
would have been stopped and layoffs would have taken place. 
The only layoffs at the present time are in West Chester. 

As for the rumor, Samsung has recently announced that 
they will introduce a CDI, 3DO, and 2 CD video modules late in 
the year. CD32 would be another good choice if a company was 
looking to dominate the CD video industry. 

Look for further posting, as I will try to reach CBM 

Canada in the near future. Sean Klein in Marketing Services Lincoln, Nebraska -={ Roger 
!=--={ KAOTGE } = — =< rwm@unlinfo.unl.edu >=~ Real AMIGA Technician "What do you mean it's 
broke? Plug it in" Mueller Planetarium -={ ILDA }=- Nebraska the Good Life Lead Volunteer Electronic 
Technician Where Football is the State Religion 

From: Lonnie McCIure <lmcclure@delphi.com> 

Subject: Re: What if??? 

Date: Sat, 7 May 94 02:25:51 -0500 

In a message dated 5-3-94, Nicholas J. Kingsley said: 
> "Now that Commodore has (supposedly) gone, I wonder if Atari will 
>bity the rights for the Amiga. " 

While Jack Tramiel would probably like to, they likely do 
not have the funds, and even if so, those funds are needed for the 
continuing rollout of their Jaguar videogame console. 

From: paul@dino.eng.monash.edu.au (paul) 

Subject: Re: What if??? 

Date: 5 May 1994 12:47:56 GMT 

Not if Atari US are in the same condition as Atari 
Australia. In the last month Atari Australia has been given to 
liquidators. Any customer repairs have been transfered by 
agreement to another company, as is the case with Commodore 
Aust. It's quite ironic that the two companies, both each others 
biggest enemies would close within a few months of each other. 

Eulogy For Commodore 

From: mjf@clark.net (Marc Fraioli) 
Subject: A eulogy for Commodore 
Date: 1 May 1994 17:06:57 GMT 

Let me start off by saying that I pretty much abandoned 
Commodore 3 years ago, so I guess this is in some small way 
partly my fault. Not that I feel guilty really, but I thought I'd get 



that out in the open right from the start. 

The first computer I ever owned was a VIC -20. 1 was in 8th 
grade at the time, and saved my money to buy it. Bought a B&W 
TV from a friend for $35 to use as a display. Eventually got a 
datasette, and finally a 1541. It's amazing how excited I was 
about being able to store 170k on a floppy, and how *fast* I 
thought that thing was. Bought a C= 801 printer too. I even got 
Commodore's 16k RAM expansion, giving me 21k total. I was in 
heaven. Imagine how I felt when I retired the VIC, and got a 
C64. Got a Seikosha dot matrix printer, where the lowercase 
letters like 'g' and 'y' actually dipped below the line they were 
on, instead of sticking up and looking ugly like on that old 801 . 
Finally, I even got the C128, with a 1571 disk drive (double 
sided! wow!) and a genuine color monitor, with an 80-column 
text display. 

I learned a lot about how computers work from those old 
things. They were hacker's machines— you were encouraged to 
poke around (or should I say POKE around?). The number 49152 
is permanently etched in my brain, even though I haven't used it 
in years now. How many people ever tried to cram a simple 6502 
assembly routine into the cassette buffer on a C64? Ah, those 
were the days. Ok, so nostalgia isn't a big thing in the world of 
computers, but the end of Commodore triggered something in 
me. 

In 1991, I was tired of my 128. I was out of college, 
working for a living with bigger, more powerful computers, and 
it felt too limiting. I looked at the Amiga. Looked long and hard. 
Fantasized about the SVR4 Unix-based Amiga. But in the end, it 
was just too expensive, compared to a generic 486 out of the back 
of Computer Shopper. Learned DOS (took about a week), and 
Windows. Decided they sucked. Moved on to OS/2, Linux. I 
hadn't thought much about Commodore in a while. And now 
they're gone. Am I just being silly here? I don't know. 

You know, I still have all those old machines, even the Vic. 

Marc Fraioli 

From: jcassara@inca.gate.net (Joe Cassara) 
Subject: Re: A eulogy for Commodore 
Date: 1 May 1994 14:45:15 -0400 

IMHO, you're not being silly. I think that Commodore 
users, no matter how much they hated the company management, 
are all a bit saddened by the fact that the company who brought 
us marvels like the VIC -20 is gone. I was given my first VIC -20 
when I was the age of 5 years. It drove me crazy! I loved it very 
much. To my surprise, the very next day my parents had bought 
themselves a Commodore 64! Figure that! Two computers in an 
average American household! As the years went by and I 
increased my knowledge of BASIC, I would say that I purchased 
a total of 4 more Commodore computers, 2 more C64s, a 128D, 
and a +4. 1 grew up with them. There was nothing else. Every 
Saturday morning when the other kids were washing their brains 
watching cartoons on CBS, I would be typing away. Imagine my 
excitement when presented with a modem! It was a wonderful 
time. Next, of course, came the Amiga. Amiga 500.. ..Amiga 
2000... Amiga 3000....Amiga 1200... Then BANG! The end of 
the line...C=, in a flash of light on April 28, 1994 was no more. 
Gone, just like my home when Hurricane Andrew hit South 
Florida (taking all my C= stuff with it!) 

I am a very shy teenager who grew up with few friends. 
What did I care? I had my Commodore computers! THEY were 
my friends. They didn't care about the way you looked, they way 
you spoke, the way you did ANYTHING! Just press RETURN 
after every line, that's all they wanted. In a way, I have lost a 
friend. I cannot say that I didn't give birth to a small tear when I 
heard the news of C='s liquidation. 

What computer will I switch to now that Commodore has 
crumbled? None. C='s death has helped me make a decision 
that's been troubling my since the age of 14: Should I leave 
computers? Then entire mish-mash of things has gotten too big 
and boring for me. Windoze...# include interactive 
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Q: What do all of these drives 

have in common? 
A: They all perform at their best 

with The Compre ssion Kit. 

% 



j=g= 



1541 



The Compression Kit 

Backup System 



V 



1581 



CMD FD 2000/4000 



CMDHD 






, 7 HOT Must Have Utilities 

y Filemaster: Copy, move, delete, and replace files 
/ with ease. (The in house favorite.) 

Y PrOCOpy: Copy 1541/1571/1581 disks and CMD 

/native partitions (Single or dual drives.) 
^rchiver: T he consumate file backup utility. 
/ (It's so powerful and easy to use, it'll make you screaml) 

Y 1541 Disk Boa: Squeeze those 1541 5.25* SS/DO 

/Disks into convenient backup files (Backup those disks.) 
1571 Disk Boa: Snumwa your 1571 5.25" DS/DD Disks cMDRAMlink 
/ into convenient backup files (That means both sides folks.) 
"Y 1581 Disk Boa: Squeeze those big 1581 3.5" DS/DD 

/Disks into convenient backup files. 
CMD Native Boa: Backup your CMD Native Partitions 
with confidence (Safeguard your valuable data.) 

All utilities include a full featured 3 stage verify. 

Menu driven - No cryptic command codes. 

Includes a full sized custom 3 ring binder with a 50+ 

page, easy to understand User's Manual. 

"Now shipping v1.04" 

Please enclose check or money order for «JX7£7«%*£) 
plus shipping and send to: 



CMD RAMDrive 

I JIFFYOOSJ 




Mad Man Software 
1400 East College Drive 
Cheyenne, Wy.82007 



(307) 632-1 178 information 



US. Mail/ P.O. Box /Canada $5.00 
"uPS | Foreign $10.00 



2nd Day (U.S.) $6.50 (AK.HI) $10.50 
Next Day (U.S.) $15.50 (AK.HI) $20.50 



COMPUTER REPAIR 



BEAR 
TECHNOLOGIES 




C-64:$40.00 1541:$54.95 64C:$50.00 
1541-ll:$64.95 C-128:$64.95 C128D:$74.95 1581:$64.95 

ETC... 

We Also Repair IBM Clones, Sega Genesis, Nintendo 
For more info call: 

BEAR TECHNOLOGIES 

Computer Sales, Service & Repair 

1005 McKean Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19148 

215-336-5295 1-800-755-5295 
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Quest for Adventure 

Over 25 opponents • 12 Classes • 5 Spellcasters • Over 50 Spells 



Mouse or Joystick required 
Specify 1541 or 1571 drive 




Send Check or 
Mortev order to: 

$19.95 



Russian Wyatt 

8614 Bramble Ln #203 

Randallstown, MD 21133 



Ever Heard Of Nissa? 

Whenever the two Shreveport area NISSA affiliate 
boards aren't busy, I try to log on. NISSA is a nation-wide 
alliance of Commodore BBSs. It -- well, maybe I should let an 
expert explain. I received this Email from Captain Keelhaul: 

Numb 3 [NetMail] From CAPTAIN KEELHAUL 

Node #19, The Black Rose 

Date Wed Apr 13, 1994 1 1:04 PM Subj: [NISSA] 

Well, the New Image Sysop Support Association (NISSA) 
grew out of what was back in 1990 the Image Network. NISSA 
reorganized that network and began in August 1991 as a support 
vehicle for New Image SysOps both in and out of the network. 
That month, the NISSA Tribune was first published. It was then 
just a series of text and program files for Image SysOps. 

In August 1993, 1 was checking out your 105 "pass around" 
issue, and fell in love with Toolbox 105. I created a program we 
call the "NISSA Shell", that utilizes Toolbox 105 and lets us have 
a Commodore Graphic "front page" and menu driven text file 
access/printout. As they say, imitation is the greatest form of 
complement, and although the Tribune pales in comparison to 
Loadstar, your diskzine heavily influenced me to move our 
support newsletter-on-a-disk one more notch in that direction. 

Currently we have about 25 boards in our network, but we 
are not alone! In fact, the node that you are calling from (The 
Neutral Zone) is a member of UBAN (the United BBS Alliance 
Network), which has 1 3 members. This interconnection of Image 
networks is thanks to a SysOp on yet another Image network! 
Dragon of Emerald Castle BBS is the System Administrator of 



POWER-Net. It was he who modified our existing netware so 
that different networks could share E-Mail, message bases and 
netwalls. Power-Net has around 9 nodes. I understand that a 
forth Image network (called FREE-Net) has joined our merry 
band! So all in all there are about 50 boards connected in this 
federation and it is growing. 

About nine months ago I started the Loadstar message 
base, in hopes of raising the awareness of the Commodore 
community to your EXCELLENT magazine. I can't express how 
pleased I am that you are able to join in our online fraternity of 
Commodore 8-bit users! Thank you for the support you have 
directly and indirectly given us. 

Captain Keelhaul 
NISSA Administration 
Tlie Black Rose BBS 
(707)557-6444 

PS: You might want to ask the other network Administrators for 
the lowdown on their particular nets. They are: 

Network: POWER-Net Administrator: Dragon BBS: Emerald 
Castle BBS Number: (904) 282-1201 
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"multimedia" ....$ Is.... alt.crap.cheese.worship.... It's all just too 
frustrating. So, thank you BIG C=, for both your company though 
my childhood and my rebirth in the teenage social world... Sure, 
Uncle Irv and Medhi are two of the world's largest kneebiters, 
but C= STILL WAS a good company. Too bad the package 
bombs I sent them didn't seem to work...:) 

From: dcourtn@opie.hgsu.edu (Des Courtney) 
Subject: Re: A eulogy for Commodore 
Date: Tue, 03 May 1994 20:05:51 +0500 

First of all, I'm a Mac user, [waiting for the cries and boos 
to die down] You may be wondering what I am doing on a 
newsgroup about a computer I've never owned. Well, I'll tell 
you. . . an Amiga would have been my first choice if I found a 
store that sold them. 

I was alerted to C='s demise though a crossposting, and 
now I've spent the last hour reading the denials, comforting, and 
"I told you so's" that the event triggered. This posting was 
inspired by Joe Casara's post. 

I was the same way, and I feel the same way. My first 
computer was a "Trash"-80 Color Computer 2 or "CoCo" as they 
were affectionately called. It was was gift from my father, who 
wanted to spend quality time with me. I knew then (1982) that I 
wanted to make computers my vocation. Like Joe, that computer 
(and the TI99/4a I got later) were my friends. During this time, I 
regularly read about C-64's and Amigas through magazines my 
mother got for me (I even got to dabble with a '64 for a short 
while.), so that is where my interest in Amigas came from. Over 
the years, I've collected an Atari 2600 (it's two companies now), 
an Intellivision (Mattel Electronics disappeared), and a SEGA 
Master System (can you say GENESIS?). The Color Computer 
disappeared and Texas Instrument's computer division got 
bought out. Obselesence hurts, and I can understand the pain you 
of the Amiga community are going through. 

But enough of my ranting, the real reason of this post is to 
ask if being in computers is worth it anymore. If any of you have 
tried, programming a Mac is difficult without $$$$$$ and years 
of time to read up on 200 page manuals. I've used a scripting 
environment, but it's painfully slow for making games. All my 
programming experience is in older languages like BASIC and 
Pascal, and on platform out of date or on non-PC operating 
systems (like VMS). Most computer jobs now are in the big 
business "grey walled" structure which I am aware most of you 
know and hate. There's very little of the "fun" and independence 
in computing that many of us were looking forward to when we 
started. It's depressing what a decade can do to a field. Are me 
and Joe the only ones to notice this? 

I just had to get this off my chest; now to return you to your 
regularly scheduled lives. 

From: hcoIe@tumbleweed.nrcabq.com 
Subject: Re: A eulogy for Commodore 
Date: 4 May 94 16:42:23 MDT 

In article <dcourtn-030594200551@macl54.cs.bgsu.edu> writes: 

> But enough of my ranting, the real reason of this post is to ask if 

> being in computers is worth it anymore. If any of yon have tried, 

> programming a Mac is difficult without $$$$$$ and years of time 

> to read up on 200 page manuals. 

Hey, it's the difference between a professional and a 
hobbyist. When you dedicate yourself to software engineering as 
a profession, you take the time to keep up with the new 
technology, and read those 200 page manuals. Yes, this is a 
changing field - but *that* is what keeps it exciting. I think it 
would have been quite boring indeed if all we had were the TRS- 
80's and the Commodore 64s for the last decade. Don't get me 
wrong - those machines had their place and they had their day. 
But in this day and age, the technology marches relentlessly 
forward. And it keeps the field fresh and exhilarating! 

> Most computer jobs now are in the big business "grey walled" 

> structure which I am aware most of you blow and hate. There 's very 



> little of the "fun" and independence in computing that many of 

> us were looking forward to when we started. 

Perhaps so. But then there are still fresh opportunities in 
the custom application development field. These are the places 
where a general purpose application doesn't exist because there 
is not a large enough volume to support it. And these are the 
places where a Lone Ranger can still ride in, be very creative, 
and be in control from beginning to end. I *hate* design-by- 
committee. A truly inspired application requires the vision of 
some individual to maintain the integrity throughout the design 
and coding process. Otherwise, compromises are made that 
usually degrade the resulting product. 

Good luck in your quest to find your fun and independence 
- it can still be found, but you have to look harder for it. Howard coiei 

Nichols Research Corp. Leaders on the trailing edge of technology" 

From: gpage@nyxlO.cs.du.edu (george page) 
Subject: Re: A eulogy for Commodore 
Date: Thu, 5 May 94 22:25:21 GMT 

Well, your sentiments regarding the "fun" missing out of 
the bigger systems echos my sentiments as well. I started on a 
VIC20, went to a 128 within a month, and have bounced back 
and forth between a C64 and a C128 ever since (about 7 years 
now). They have always been enjoyable for me, and easy to work 
with. I got into 'em late in life-in my mid '40's-but took to 'em 
pretty easily. I have learned a bit of UNIX now, just to deal with 
Internet, and finally bought an Amiga a few weeks ago just for a 
few utilities and graphics, and do have a Commodore 8088 PC in 
the attic. These I consider necessary utilities for some things, but 
I still feel much more comfortable and happy with these little 8- 
bit machines, and don't ever plan to abandon them until they pry 
the keyboard out of my cold, dead fingers! (or until I absolutely, 
positively have to go to a bigger machine to communicate with 
the outside world, etc.) And with some of the more recent 
developments in C= 8bit accessories and technology, T don't see 
that happening too soon. Heck, I'm running a "lowly" C= 128 
with 16 megs hanging out the back, another 2meg in the Ram 
expander, 14,400 connect/38,400 text xfer online, ED floppies, 
whatever size HD I want to stick in this case... what's the rush? ;- 
) George Page Commodore Enthusiast ("Collectors" get hit with 
higher prices. 

From: paul@dino.eng.monash.edu.au (paul) 
Subject: Re: A eulogy for Commodore 
Date: 5 May 1994 12:38:37 GMT 

I agree with all previous messages. It's a sad day in 
computing when one of the most instrumental and influencial 
companies of our time has to close its doors. I started out in 
computers around 1980/81 using a friends computer which was a 
locally made machines based on a Z80 cpu, 16k ram and a mono 
monitor. I guess it was this that started me off into the world of 
computers and electronics, and I had to have one of my own. I 
don't quite remember when but my parents bought me a 
"Wizard", which was another locally made machine, however 
this one had 16 colors, 16K ram, 6502 cpu and great sound. I 
guess I got it around late '82, because I remember going into 
Kmart about 6 months later and seeing it.. The machine, the 
computer that I wanted SOOOOOOO badly! 

Never had anything else captured my imagination, never 
had I wanted anything so bad, yes, I had seen the Commodore 
Business Machines model C64, on a 1701 color monitor with its 
1541 disk drive. I had to have one.... And, luckily for me in 
September 1983 I became the proud owner of one Commodore 
64 and 153 1 data cassette. Soon after followed a SKAT 64 ( 1541 
compatible ) disk drive and modem. 

Like so many others have mentioned I too used my 64 at 
every available moment. Instead of watching cartoons, playing in 
mud or mucking around I was typing away in basic and 65 10 m/1. 
By 1986 I was heavily into the 64 BBS scene down here, as well 
as programming. Quite a few of the local BBSs were running C- 
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Net 64 V 10 and V 1 1, and after seeing my modified V10 quite a 
few converted over. We had it fully customized for Ausssie date 
formats and phone numbers, had many external games, 
adjustable baud rates while online ( remember 450 baud ) and 
many other features. Shortly before I left the CBM world I had 
my C64, 1541 disk drive, SKAI disk drive, SFD 1001 and 2400 
baud modem. Then, like most people I got sick and tired of its 
limitations and started the Intel path. So now I sit here, typing on 
a 486DX and wondering what went wrong? What happened at 
Commodore? I guess they lost the "edge" So now, in what I can 
only describe as as the computer version of a mid life crisis I am 
sitting next to a C 128 with 1571 and Commodore 1084S monitor, 
an SX-64, an Amiga 500 (with all the usual bits ) and, after being 
given to a few members of the family my faithful old original 
C64 ... 

Ahhhh, bring back the good ol' days of the C64, 
programming and communications. Might just go and boot up C- 
Net 64, just for ole times sake. 

From: Paul Macarthur <paulmac5@delphi.com> 
Subject: Re: A eulogy for Commodore 
Date: Fri, 6 May 94 23:47:59 -0500 

I would just like to say that I agree with the other writers 
here, it is a sad day to see the demise of Commodore computers. 
Like the others, I started out with a Vic -20, got it when I was 13. 
Saved for a month to get it and had my brother drive me in one of 
the worst thuderstorms in my part of the country we ever had to 
get it. 

When I got it home my father said to me "how about we 
return it and get a apple". I said no, I've been dreaming of this 
machine for so long. Must of worn out the Service merchandise 
catalog before I got it. 

Anyways, like the others, I went on to the 64, the 128 and 
then the amiga. But I found myself ending up using the 128 the 
most. Its easy, its fun and its a great hobby. Sure, 111 probably buy 
one of those multimedia machines some day soon, but 111 never 
part with my 64/128. 

Because of commodore, my computer became my best 
friend of an otherwise lonely childhood, but my computer 
brought me out my shell. I met my wife on a local computer 
board. She also had a c64 (which we still have) and we are now 
happily married with 3 kids, house, 3 dogs, 2 cocktiels a guinee 
pig and our c64. 

I think years from now, people will look back and say the 
real pioneers in computing technology were the first commodore 
PC'rs and I think in a way they will envy those times for the 
innocence and excitement of those times. 

I know, like others, I have very found memories of 
commodore computing and all it had to offer, but one thing is for 
certain and that nothing will ever stay the same for very long. 

Goodbye Commodore! 

From: lueck@power.amasd.anatcp.rockweU.com 

Subject: never say die... 

Date: 30 Apr 1994 18:51:37 -0500 

Some of you may have already seen the story of the demise 
of Commodore. Several people I talked to have been unhappy - 
even depressed - about this event, thinking that is means the end 
to the c64/128 community. I don't think this is necessarily true at 
all., not for a long time, at least, if those of us in the community 
stick together and help each other, through Usenet C.S.C, the 
Commodore listserv, the #C-64 channel on IRC, local c64 BBSs, 
and person-to-person contacts - email, post mail, voice, and even 
(leaving cyberspace now..) In-person contacts, including local 
users groups and get-togethers. 

There have been, and still are, a lot of super individual and 
group efforts to provide new software and information about the 
c64 and about programming it. There is no reason why these 
ongoing efforts should not continue - and even grow! Those of us 
reading this KNOW the c64/128 is a great machine and want to 



continue to use it for a LONG time. As long as the spirit (and the 
action) is there, so will there be a c64/128 community. We just 
all have to make sure that the spirit never dies. 
- Bill Lueck 

From: grizzly@eskimo.com (Jon Mines) 
Subject: C= finally goes under... 
Date: 30 Apr 94 16:04:51 GMT 

I know most people reading this newsgroup don't care 
about the Amiga or what/how Commodore International, Limited 
is doing, BUT I thought I would post this anyway. 

As of Friday - April 29th, 1994 - Commodore 
International, Limited and all its subsidiaries are being 
liquidated. 

Commodore USA is being kept open for a few weeks with 
only 22 employees (mainly engineers) to hand off the "Amiga 
technology" to any C= buyer. 

Some interesting facts: Commodore UK had two 
employees. Commodore Germany had three employees. 
Commodore Philipines production plant had three employees 
(shutdown now). The Scotland production plant has shutdown, it 
seems C= didn't pay them for the last batch of machines they 
made. Commodore Semiconductor Group has closed its doors, so 
you better grab those CSG chips you need now. 

Every C= user knew this would happen eventually (didn't 
we?) I'm now the owner of two orphanned machines - 64 and 
Amiga 500. 

Anyway, I just wanted to keep everyone up to date on the 
happens of C=. 

Jonathan Mines 
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...Excellent! I loved it! And its by a fellow 8-bitter. 
Buy it! It's worth it!" ...Ron Hackley, fgm creator 

"A visual experience", 
soothing, relaxing, 
synthestra, composed, 
performed, produced 
entirely by flutist and 
MIDI keyboardist 
Jeff Jones. 
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Don't Wait! Order Today! 

Credit card orders:1-800-882-4CMC (4262) 

Item #JONES100C- tape 

Or send $8.95 + $2.50 Shipping to: 

CREATIVE MUSICIAN COALITION 

1024 W. Wilcox Avenue 

Peoria, IL 61604 



dieHard 

the Flyer for commodore 8bitters 

The perfect way to stay connected 
to the commodore world! ! 

Subscribe today!!! 

Each issue of dieHard comes packed with information to make your commodore work better for you and help 
keep you connected to other commodore dieHards. Here's what you'll get with your subscription to dieHard: 



Tips on all major commodore 
software and hardware like 
GEOS, Super Snapshot, Laser 
Printing, Fleet System, and 

more!!! 

Programming tutorials. Our 
Basic BASIC column is 
introducing many readers for 
the first time to BASIC 
programming. 



Check out these savings! 
With as much as 49% off 
the cover price of $2.95 you 
can't afford not to 
subscribe! And don't forget 
the companion disk - The 
Spinner! Subscribe today 
and save! 



Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery of 
first issue. Make check or money order 
payable to dieHard. Idaho residents must 
add 5% sales tax. 
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Our annual public domain issue 
reviews the available software in 
the public domain and passes the 
best on to you. 

Our annual Rarities issue lists all 
sources of commodore 
equipment so you can find that 
program or piece of hardware that 
you've been looking for. 



Type-in programs and more type-in 
programs!!! 

Information on: 

telecommunicating 

music on your commodore 

printing 

memory management 

AND MORE!!! 
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Become a permanent member of our dieHard family with a full subscription. Share 
with us in further exploration of your commodore computer! ! ! ! 



□ 



One Year, (10 issues) 

$16.97 

that's 42% off the 

cover price! 



□ 



One Year, (10 issue) 

with the Spinner 

companion disk 

$49.97 



Name- 



Address- 
City 



ST- 



Zip- 



□ 



□ 



Two Years, (20 issues) 

$29.97 

that's 49% off the 

cover price!!! 

Two Years, (20 issues) 

with the Spinner 

companion disk 

$94.97 



□ 

□ 



Payment Enclosed 



Bill Me 



Mail lo 



dieHard 

RO.Box392 

Boise, ID 83701-0392 



Please make check or money order payable to dieHard . Idaho residents must add 5% sales tax. 



NEW HOURS: Orders (800) 638-3263 (9-5:30 EST) • TECH SUPPORT (413)525-0023 (1-5 EST) 



RAMLinK Power-Backed REU 



RAMLinkwitha'MBRlMCard.: '. $189.95 

RAMLinkwith 1 MB RAMCard $229.95 

RAMLinkwith 4 MB RAMCard $349.95 

Real-Time-Clock for RAMCard (Optional) $20.00 

RAMLink Battery Back-up (Optional) $24.95 

Parallel Cable (RAMLink to HP) $14.95 

HD5oM2MB(UmitedS$3y^^^^^^^395X)0 

HD-40, 85 MB (Limited Supply) $495.00 

HD-100, 170 MB (Special Edition) $595.00 

HD-200, 245 MB (Special Edition) $695.00 

HD-345 7500/ 1000 $795 / $995 / $1 295 

FD-2000 (800K and 1 .6 MB) $179.95 

FD-4000 (800K, 1 .6 MB and 3.2 MB) $249.95 

FD Real-Time-Clock Option $20.00 

Box of 10, High Density Disks (16MB) $14.95 

Box of 10, Enhanced Density Disks (3.2 MB) $40.00 

{Specify computer arid drive serial number) 

JitfyDOS C64/SX-64 System $49.95 

JitfyDOS C-1 28/1 28-D System $59.95 

Additional Drive ROM's $24.95 

SID Symphony Stereo Cartridge $39.95 

GeoCable Compatible Print Cable $20.00 

2+1 Cartridge Port Expander $45.00 

MW-350 Printer Interface $60.00 

IEEE Flashl 64 IEEE Interface $90.00 

Quicksilver 128 IEEE Interface $120.00 

CMD'sC-1351 Compatible SmartMouse $49.95 

Mouse Pad $2.95 

24-pin Epson-compatible Printer $199.00 

C-64, C-64C Power Supply (Repairable) $39.00 

C-128 Power Supply (Repairable) $45.00 

1581/1541-11 Power Supply $25,00 

Commodore compatible RGB Monitor Call 

CMD Utilities $24.95 

JiffyMON (ML Monitor) $19.95 

Big Blue Reader V4.10 (SOGWAP) $39.00 

The Compression Kit (Mad Man S'ware) $39.00 

CMD'sC-1351 Compatible SmartMouse $49.95 

GEOS 64 V2.0 $44.00 

GEOS 128 V2.0 $49.00 

geoCalc 64 or geoFile 64 $40.00 

geoCalc 128 or geoFile 128 $45.00 

geoProgrammer $45.00 

geoPublish $40.00 

geoChart $29.00 

Desk Pack Plus $29.00 

FONTPACK $25.00 

International FONTPACK $25.00 

geoBASIC $20.00 

BeckerBASIC $20.00 

RUN GEOS Companion $20.00 

RUN GEOS Power Pak I or II (Specify) $20.00 

gateWay/64 or 128 (Specify Version) $29.95 

Collette Utilities (Handy Geos Utilities) . $19.95 

Perfect Print LQ for GEOS (Laser-like output) $49.95 

geoMakeBpot (Makes Bootable copies) $12.95 

geoShell V2.2 (CLI for GEOS) $24.95 

Dweezils Greatest Hits (NewTools2,Stamp,Labeli28) .. $30.00 

Superbase - The Book $15.00 

Anatomy of the 1541 $12.00 

C128 Tricks and Tips $15.00 

C-128 Peeks and Pokes $15.00 

C128 Computer Aided Design $12.00 

Commodore 64 Tricks and Tips $12.00 

Graphics Book for the C-64 $12.00 

Printer Book for the C64 $12.00 

Ideas for Use on Your C-64 $12.00 



Aerojet $12.00 

Airborne Ranger $16.00 

Atomino $17.00 

Ballistix $13.00 

Blackjack Academy $12.00 

Blood Money $15.00 

Chompl $10.00 

Conflict in Vietnam $16.00 

F-15 Strike Eagle $16.00 

F-1 9 Stealth Fighter $20.00 

Keith Van Eron's Pro Soccer $15.00 

Laser Squad $13.00 

Last Ninja II $15.00 

Mainframe ....$13.00 

Marble Madness $13.00 

Menace $15.00 

Navy Seal $10.00 

Red Storm Rising $16.00 

Rings of Medusa $16.00 

RUN C128 Funpak $15.00 

RUN C64 Gamepak $15.00 

Silent Service $16.00 

Skate or Die $13.00 

The Amazing Spider-Man $15.00 

The President Is Missingl $10.00 

The Three Stooges $10.00 

Tie Break Tennis $16.00 

Total Eclipse $10.00 

Ultima III or V (Please Specify) $17.00 

Wizardry V $24.00 

Tax Perfect 64 $69.00 

Tax Perfect 128 $79.00 

Pocket Writer 2 (64) (Digital Sol.) $65.00 

Pocket Writer 3 (64 or 128) (Digital Sol.) $70.00 

Pocket Planner 2 or Pocket Filer 2 $35.00 

Superscript 64 or 128 (Precision) $20.00 

Super Script 64 or 128 (Precision) $15.00 

Data Manager 2 (Timeworks) $16.00 

Suberbase 64 Version 3.01 (Precision) $35.00 

Superbase 128 Version 3.01 (Precision) $35.00 

PowerPlan 64 (Abacus) $16.00 

SwiftCalc 64 (Timeworks) $16.00 

Cadpak 64 (Abacus) $22.00 

Cadpak 128 (Abacus) $25.00 

Chartpak 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Chartpak 128 (Abacus) $25.00 

RUN Productivity Pak I, II, or III (Specify) $15.00 

RUN Super Starter Pak 1541 or 1581 $20.00 

RUN Works $20.00 

BASIC 64 Compiler (Abacus) $17.00 

BASIC 128 Compiler (Abacus) $25.00 

Blitz! 64 Compiler (Skyles) $30.00 

Blitzl 128 Compiler (Skyles) $30.00 

Cobol 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Fortran 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Pascal 64 (Abacus) $17.00 

Dialogue 128 $29.00 

SpeedTerm (Abacus) $25.00 

SwiftLink RS-232 Cartridge (Up to 38.4K baud) .... $39.95 

SwiftLink Modem Cable (DB9-DB25) $9.95 

Commodore 1660 Modem (300 baud) $10.00 

BOCA 2400 Baud Modem $79.00 

BOCA 2400 w/SwiftLink and Cable $1 19.00 

BOCA 14.4K Baud Modem $199.00 

BOCA 14.4K w/SwiftLink & Cable $229.00 

Dr.T KCS64&MIDI Interface $105.00 

Dr. T KCS128 & MIDI Interface $149.00 

Dr. T Algorithmic Composer $20.00 

Dr. T 4-OP MIDI Ed/Lib $20.00 

Dr. T CZ-Rider MIDI Ed/Lib $20.00 

Dr. T DX-7 MIDI Ed/Lib $20.00 
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Increase Speed Up to 1500% while 
retaining 100% compatibility 

Speeds up Loading, Saving, Verifying, Formatting and Reading/ 
Writing of Program, Sequential, User and Relative files unlike 
cartridges which only speed up Loading and Saving of PRG files 
Built-in DOS Wedge plus 17 additional features including file 
copier, text dump, printer toggle, and redefinable function keys 
make using your computer easier and more convenient 
ROM upgrade installs easily into most computers and disk drives. 
Supports C-64, 64C, SX-64, C-128, 128-D, 1541, 1541C, 1541- 



FDSeries 




3.2 and 1.6 MB 3.5" Floppy Drives 

The FD-2000 and FD-4000 disk drives utilize 

today's latest 3.5 inch disk drive technology. 

FD-2000's support 800K (1581 style) and 1 .6 

MB(High Density) formats, while the FD-4000 

also offers support for the 3.2 MB (Enhanced Density) disk format. 

Fast and reliable, they support 1 541 , 1 571 and 1 581 style partitions, 

Native Mode partitioning and can actually read and write 1581 disks. 

FD's feature built-in JiffyDOS, SWAP button and optional Real Time 

Clock. High capacity, speed and compatibility make the FD right for 

every application, including GEOS. 




RAMIink 



Power-Backed Expandable REU 

The fastest possible form of storage, 
RAMLink provides instant access to files 
and retains data while your computer is 
turned off. Easy to use and expandable up 
to 16 MB, RAMLink utilizes the same powerful operating system 
found in CMD Hard Drives. Unlike Commodore REU's which are 
compatible with less than 1% of commercial software, RAMLink 
supports more than 80% of the commercial titles. RAMLink also 
offers built-in JiffyDOS Kernal, SWAP feature, reset button, enable/ 
disable switch, pass-thru port and RAM port for REU/GEORAM use. 
RAMLink offers maximum speed, expandability and compatibility 
with all types of software and hardware including GEOS. 



HDSeries 




SCSI Hard Drive for the C-64/128 

HD Series Hard Drives are available in 

capacities up to 1 GB, are fully partitionable, 

and can emulate 1541, 1571, & 1581 disks 

while Native partitions utilize MSDOS-style 

subdirectories. HD's connect easily to the serial bus or parallel via 

RAMLink. Includes built-in JiffyDOS, SWAP feature and RTC. HD's 

offer superior compatibility with most commercial software including 

BBS, Productivity and GEOS. And with new pricing, HD Series drives 

offer the lowest cost per megabyte of any C64/128 storage device. 

Shipping and Handling Charges 

Use the chart below to match your order subtotal with your shipping zone and method. 



CMD 



Creative Micro Designs, Inc. 



Order Subtotal 


UPS 

Ground 


2nd 
Day 


Next 
Day 


AK 
HI, PR 


Canada 


Foreign 


$0.01 -$19.99 


$3.00 


$8.00 


$17.00 


$12.00 


$5.00 


$15.00 


$20.00-$29.99 


$5.00 


$9.00 


$18.00 


$14.00 


$7.00 


$20.00 


$30.00-$59.99 


$6.00 


$10.00 


$20.00 


$15.00 


$9.00 


$25.00 


$60,00-$ 149.99 


$8.00 


$12.00 


$23.00 


$19.00 


$12.00 


$35.00 


$1'50.00-$299.99 


$10.00 


$14.00 


$27.00 


$21.00 


$20.00 


$50.00 


$300.00-$799.99 


$15.00 


$20.00 


$34.00 


$27.00 


$25.00 


$55.00 


$800.00 + 


$20.00 

ESSE 


$25.00 


$40.00 


$32.00 

sal 


$35.00 


$60.00 



P.O. Box 646 

East Longmeadow, MA 01028 



Info: (413)525-0023 
Fax: (413)525-0147 



Payment and Delivery: CMD accepts MC, Visa, Money Orders, COD and Personal 
Checks. Personal Checks are held for up to 3 weeks. Most items are stock, contact CMD 
for current delivery schedules. Returns for merchandise credit only within 30 days with 
prior authorizations. Ail prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. 



